
Table C-21.  Science, engineering, and health postdoctoral appointees in doctorate-granting institutions,

by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 32,685 34,257 36,293 35,838 37,038 38,105 39,421 40,244

..............Total, science and engineering fields 23,840 24,615 25,742 26,100 26,529 26,908 27,399 28,564

...............................................Sciences, total 21,486 22,178 23,148 23,465 23,859 23,961 24,577 25,408

...............................Physical sciences, total 5,758 5,640 5,849 5,817 5,792 5,856 5,884 6,043
.................................................Astronomy 206 219 246 276 312 317 357 372

..................................................Chemistry 3,564 3,555 3,710 3,625 3,557 3,695 3,683 3,774
......................................................Physics 1,949 1,827 1,849 1,820 1,837 1,745 1,805 1,813

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 39 39 44 96 86 99 39 84

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 690 762 815 845 859 934 893 919
...............................Atmospheric sciences 64 81 89 88 80 98 85 107

.............................................Geosciences 399 423 435 440 449 486 459 473
...........................................Oceanography 186 204 237 258 244 258 249 235

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 41 54 54 59 86 92 100 104

................................Mathematical sciences 201 224 239 262 326 302 274 348

.....................................Computer sciences 144 164 183 213 249 316 365 326

...................................Agricultural sciences 630 698 705 688 665 692 656 708

.............................Biological sciences, total 13,179 13,792 14,421 14,687 14,935 14,932 15,511 15,910
....................................................Anatomy 469 440 480 478 506 548 539 584

..............................................Biochemistry 2,157 2,368 2,379 2,421 2,477 2,539 2,532 2,485
......................................................Biology 1,476 1,460 1,576 1,601 1,633 1,537 1,725 1,833

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 122 131 128 153 153 159 155 166
.................................................Biophysics 176 176 184 230 252 240 239 266

.......................................................Botany 492 511 590 630 599 596 581 597
................................................Cell biology 1,335 1,463 1,672 1,792 1,756 1,749 2,008 2,037

.....................................................Ecology 60 65 88 95 107 130 107 117
...........................Entomology/parasitology 223 223 190 179 183 216 181 178

....................................................Genetics 671 665 661 752 719 708 707 770
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 1,784 1,881 1,924 1,943 1,975 2,019 2,109 2,165

.....................................................Nutrition 196 210 192 186 198 209 234 238
..................................................Pathology 1,170 1,202 1,256 1,188 1,220 1,359 1,297 1,291

...........................................Pharmacology 1,292 1,334 1,379 1,404 1,424 1,342 1,437 1,481
.................................................Physiology 1,139 1,150 1,109 1,026 1,089 1,118 1,138 1,132

.....................................................Zoology 165 174 171 164 135 108 140 154
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 252 339 442 445 509 355 382 416

..................................................Psychology 523 520 546 577 589 567 606 703

...................................Social sciences, total 361 378 390 376 444 362 388 451
..............................Agricultural economics 49 46 45 39 56 50 38 43

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 59 52 57 67 74 59 61 87
................Economics (except agricultural) 22 38 46 27 16 19 29 31

................................................Geography 22 28 26 16 22 12 18 30
.................................................Linguistics 26 29 20 16 36 19 18 14

.........................................Political science 50 35 44 36 35 32 62 68
...................................................Sociology 72 72 78 91 127 102 79 104

.............................Sociology/anthropology 3 5 4 0 0 0 0 0
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 58 73 70 84 78 69 83 74

..........................................Engineering, total 2,354 2,437 2,594 2,635 2,670 2,947 2,822 3,156
...............................Aerospace engineering 92 116 100 101 109 125 133 128
..............................Agricultural engineering 37 39 45 46 48 58 56 62
...............................Biomedical engineering 81 85 141 134 143 158 180 242

.................................Chemical engineering 535 526 521 569 542 628 603 657
..........................................Civil engineering 187 181 210 201 230 240 217 291

..................................Electrical engineering 314 384 409 380 395 506 484 542
....................................Engineering science 71 78 95 101 93 115 110 122

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 38 63 53 29 29 28 30 27
..............................Mechanical engineering 351 357 385 406 421 435 429 470

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 450 403 441 490 496 464 404 419
....................................Nuclear engineering 34 40 39 28 28 33 19 30

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 164 165 155 150 136 157 157 166

...........................................Total, health fields 8,845 9,642 10,551 9,738 10,509 11,197 12,022 11,680
.................................................Clinical fields 7,065 7,614 8,329 7,428 8,019 8,538 9,314 9,020

.............................................Dental sciences 75 102 195 227 172 172 166 175
..........................................................Nursing 28 40 48 43 23 38 43 49

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 480 527 571 501 503 504 511 435
........Preventive medicine/community health 231 248 264 291 307 344 316 347

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 47 49 40 53 46 36 57 62
.......................................Veterinary sciences 117 133 138 159 190 217 216 241

.........................................Other health fields 802 929 966 1,036 1,249 1,348 1,399 1,351

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


